Aortocoronary bypass-classification and results.
Technical, physiologic, metabolic, and pathologic factors combine to determine the long-term patency of aortocoronary bypass grafts. Numerous variables are present in each of these categories, and the results of the operation cannot be determined unless comparable groups of patients are studied objectively. The classification proposed in this paper takes into account many of the factors that can effect graft patency. The available results of direct coronary arterial surgery are stated and used as the basis for five-year projections in the context of the proposed classification system.